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1. The ruval ar=s surrouwndicg the village of Marientel (46°23'N - 30%28°E), soutbwest
of Odeszz, wes vaptled preiominately by Velkedeutezh. ALl wers engaged ir
sgricultural pursuins on :olisciive ferms. Crops raised were wheat, corn, barley
and osta. Villages were mumercus! wost of them had a population of five 1c six
hundred families. Collective ferm labor lived ir such villeges. Inhabitaats cwned
their heuse &nd e omall gerisn plot. Taxes were paid on house and garder.

HYS

Turicg ~ive 1920%s and 153072 Shere wae 1ittle inserference with the socral and
eulbural cusmom: of Vollzieubsck by the Soviets., An exception was the organizing of
collestive farme. Prior %o 1939 end the German-Soviet Pact cf that year, grade
scnoola were Ssught iz Gevman snd the Russian language wes unkuowr. Subsequently,
Ruzalan, taecher: vers introduced, or Russian-speaking Volksdeutsch, ard Rugsiar

war the language »f inssriction. Volksdeubech population of Odesza Cblsat numb-=ra
tetween 100 thousanc and 150 thousand prior to World Wesr II.

3.  Volksdeut:szt held minor sdministrstive positions in collschive farms snd village
organizations. Soviet supericr contrelled all important posis end used
Vcikedeutsch merely as furctioraries. Personal contact with Soviedts ain everyday
life was s5lighi.

Y.  Unpless & youthned aspirations for a higher sducation, or sciively sough® a
. bureaucratic position in “he Scvist State, there were 1ittle or no ohligetions ¢
E tre T3SR. Prior 5 1941 and tke eutry of the USSR inio World War I1I; Volksdeutscn
were not Arafted intc the Red Army. In 1941, 25 youths wers drafted into the Army from
the villsge of Mariental. Populaticn of the village was about ore thousand.

5. Heavy timber cutiing in fulfiliment of five year plans denuded forest areas of Odusss
Oblast. Ir order <o replenish timber supply, strips of seedlings were planted in
1934-35 by Soviet Governme=nt reversl kilometers in iength and eight to ten meteres
in width. Such strips were planted on collective farms &na cCut OVer aress. Tne
project through 194k promised %o be a succese.

6. Electric power was ~~1lable in villages o1 the farming area southwest of Odessa. FPower
came via overhea. lines irom hydrc plants in Oaessa environs. Nukerous rivers in the
Oblast and dam construction resulted in greater availability of electric power

than in most other rural sreas of the Ukraine.
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T. A large military installation was situated about four kilometers northeast of

Mariental. It was a troop training ares and included an airfield and bosbing range.

The ares was about 25 thousand hectares in size. Countryside was flat, and crossed
by nuwerous stresms.
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